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e Program: McDermitt Mine
e Rock Sale Sep 23-24

e Upcoming Events

e SFGMS Show Pictures

The Bay Area Mineralogists meet monthly
during the school year, on the 2nd Wednesday, at
the U.S. Geological Survey in Menlo Park, on the
second floor of Building 3, where the campus
map says "Rambo Auditorium."
(http://online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar/map.html)
The front doors will be locked so you’ll have to
come up the exterior stairs on the Middlefield
Road side of the building. Parking is free.

Geology & Mineralogy of McDermitt
Mercury Mine, Humboldt Co., NV
By Mike Cox and Ted Hadley

* .M. Cox photo:
Mike Cox at McDermitt Mine

At our September meeting BAM members Mike
Cox and Ted Hadley will present the results of
their work (in combination with Gail Dunning,
Joe Marty, and Andy Christy) studying this
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interesting mineral deposit. Their findings
include an unusual origin for the mineral deposit
and 12+ new mineral species. Mike will describe
the geology and Ted will cover the minerals and
their associations.
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Interesting colors in one of the boulders...
McDermitt Mine is located in the historic Opalite
mercury mining district, which straddles the
Oregon/Nevada state line. The Cordero mine,
approximately seven miles southwest of
McDermitt, NV, was the first mercury discovery
in the district, in 1917. In the 1970s, mercury
was discovered in tuffaceous lake sediments
adjacent to and just north of the Cordero mine.
This deposit was named the McDermitt Mine,
and operated by Placer Amex until acquired by
Barrick Gold Corporation. The McDermitt Mine
accounted for 99 percent of US mercury
production in 1985, and was the last operating
primary mercury production mine in the US
when it ceased operations in 1990. The patented
mining claims of the McDermitt Mine were still
owned by Barrick Gold as of March 2016, but the
mine is closed and there is no mining activity in
the district.


http://www.baymin.org/
http://online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar/map.html

Ben & Chuck’s Rock & Mineral Sale

Ben Nott and Chuck Trantham are having a Rock
Sale on Saturday, September 23 and Sunday
September 24, starting at 10AM both days. The
sale will be held at Ben & Ellen Nott’s back yard
at 1960 Gomes Road, Fremont, CA. You'll be able
to see and pick through the mountains of rough
materials that Ben has collected for the past 50
years - not to mention Chuck's wonderful
mineral specimens! Enjoy a real old-fashioned
"field trip" experience with two of the best in the
business!!
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CT Minerals at the SFGMS show.

Web Site Change Finally in Progress?
As of September 7, our web site has changed to
an “under construction” page - hopefully it will
be up and running in its new form soon!

Upcoming Events

Oct 11-14, Butte MT
Montana Mineral and Mining Symposium

Oct 13-15, Kelso WA

Pacific Northwest Friends of Mineralogy
Annual Symposium,

“Minerals of the Pacific Northwest”

San Francisco Gem & Mineral Show
BAM was well represented at this year’s SFGMS
show, as usual. Our members put together great
exhibits and the chairs behind the Mineral ID
booth were always occupied!
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]ohnnd Dan debating a fine point of something.

Mineral experts and gemmologist on duty!
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BAM Member Exhibits at SFGMS Show, “Gems & Minerals of the Far East”
Photos by Jean Lee

Breccias, Them’s the Breaks — Don Windeler

BAM club case, Field Collected Minerals — designed by Dan Evanich
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BAM Member Exhibits at SFGMS Show, continued
Photos by Jean Lee

CAMBRIAN FOSSILS |

OF CHINA

Minerals of the Far East — Jean Lee
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BAM Member Exhibits at SFGMS Show, continued
Photos by Jean Lee

Minerals of Japan — John Magnasco

Minerals of Korea — John Magnasco
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BAM Member Exhibits at SFGMS Show, continued
Photos by Jean Lee

Chrysocolla, Self-Collected — Stan Bogosian

BAM Members’ Myanmar Tour — designed by Barb Matz
Contributors: Leslie Gordon, Bob Kozak, Jean Lee, John Magnasco, and Barb Matz
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